2007 – 2008 GSPRA Publications and Electronic Media Award Winners

Congratulations to the many winners.  Here is a complete list.  Following are selected judges’ comments from the various categories that might help you better understand what they were looking for and might be looking for next year.  Many of their comments are constructive and one of the benefits of participating in the contest is getting information that can improve your communications efforts.
This was the first year we had a “Best in Category” award to recognize what the judges felt was the best effort in each of the 13 categories.  We actually had two ties so we presented 15 of those awards. As you go through the awards list you will find those winners.  We encourage you to look at those particular products for possible ideas you can use.  Points of contact are provided.

We’ve stayed with our 13 categories for quite sometime.  If you have a suggestion for a new topic, please let us know.  Drop Bill Maddox a note (bmaddox@gpee.org) with any ideas, suggestions or concerns about the award program.  We want to make it a true representation of the professional work our membership produces on a regular basis.
Our sister/brother organization in North Carolina was kind enough to judge our contest this year and they did a great job.  We reciprocate so it won’t be long until we will be putting out a call for judges.  This really is a fun way to look at other ideas so think about donating some time soon to GSPRA.
Awards
Brooks County Schools
3 Gold – Electronic Communications/Photography (2)

2 Silver – Newsletter, Newspaper/Photography

2 Bronze – Special Purpose Publication/Photography
Camden County Schools
5 Gold – 4 Photography/Calendar

3 Silver – Marketing/Internet Web Site/Excellence in Writing

Bronze – Excellence in Writing

Winner – Best in Category – Photography (tie with Whitfield County)

POC – John LaBoone and Lisa Hugueley 
Carroll County Schools
Bronze – Special Purpose Publication

Cherokee County Schools

3 Silver – Electronic Communications/Annual Report/Special Purpose Publication

Bronze – Special Purpose Publication
Coffee County Schools
2 Gold – Marketing Campaign/Special Purpose Publication

Silver - Calendar
Colquitt County Schools
2 Silver – Web Site/Special Purpose Publication

Bronze – Special Purpose Publication
Columbia County Schools
2 Gold – Calendar and Newspaper/Newsletter

Bronze - Annual Report

Winner - Best in Category – Calendar

POC – Karen Ribble

Dougherty County Schools

Gold – Special Purpose Publication

Silver – Electronic Communications
Douglas County Schools
3 Silver – 2 Calendars/Special Purpose Publication

Fayette County Schools

2 Gold – Special Purpose Publication/Press Release

2 Silver – Special Purpose Publication/Audio Visual

Bronze – Press Release
Floyd County Schools
Gold – Photography and Internet Web Site

Winner – Best in Category – Internet Web Site
POC – Jennifer Peppers and Tim Hensley
Forsyth County Schools
5 Gold – Press Release/ Electronic Communications/Image. Identity Package/Annual 
Report/Audio Visual

3 Silver – Audio Visual/Electronic Communications/Press Release

3 Bronze – Web Site/Electronic Communications/Audio Visual

Georgia Partnership for Excellence in Education

6 Gold – Annual report/Image, Identity Package/ Web Site/Special Purpose Publication (3)

Silver – Audio Visual

Winner - Best in Category – Image, Identity Package and Special Purpose Publication (tie with Gwinnett County Schools)

POC – Bill Maddox
Griffin Spalding County Schools

2 Gold – Image/Identity Package and Audio Visual
Best in Category Winner – Audio Visual

POC – Anna Burns, Elizabeth Chewning

Gwinnett County Schools

8 Gold – Calendar/Electronic Communications/Excellence in Writing (2)/Handbook/Special Purpose Publication (3)

2 Silver – Audio Visual/Electronic Communications

Bronze – Photography

Winner – Best in Category – Excellence in Writing/Handbook/Special Purpose Publication (tie with GPEE)

POC – Laura Nurse

Houston County Schools

5 Gold – Handbook/Electronic Communications/Special Purpose Publication (3)

2 Silver – Special Purpose Publication (2)

Bronze – Special Purpose Publication

Winner – Best in Category – Electronic Communications

POC – Beth McLaughlin
Lowndes County Schools

Gold - Photography
Marietta City Schools

Gold – Marketing

Bronze - Marketing
Muscogee County Schools

Gold – Calendar

Silver – Annual Report

Bronze – Audio Visual
Newton County Schools

Gold – Calendar

Bronze – Web Site

Rockdale County Schools
Gold - Handbook
Rome City Schools

2 Gold – Marketing Campaign/Handbook

2 Bronze - Special Purpose Publication (2)

Savannah-Chatham County Public Schools

4 Gold – Calendar/Web Site/Marketing Campaign/ Special Purpose Publication

2 Silver – Marketing Campaign/Special Purpose Publication

Winner – Best in Category – Marketing Campaign

POC – Bucky Burnsed
Stephens County Schools

Gold – Annual Report

Winner – Best in Category – Annual Report
POC – Martha Hackney
Sumter County Schools

2 Silver – Photography and Press Release

3 Bronze – Photography/Excellence in Writing (2)
Troup County Schools

Gold – Press Release

Silver – Special Purpose Publication

Bronze – Audio Visual

Winner – Best in Category – Press Release

POC – Catherine Holmes
Valdosta City Schools

Gold – Calendar

2 Silver – Marketing and Special Purpose Publication

Walton County Schools
4 Silver – Excellence in Writing/Audio Visual/Special Purpose Publication/Image, Identity Package

2 Bronze – Web Site/Special Purpose Publication
Washington County Schools
Silver – Newsletter/Newspaper

Whitfield County School

Gold – Photography

Winner – Best in Category – Photography (tie with Camden County)

POC – Eric Beavers
Selected Judges’ Comments
Here are selected comments.  They are largely anonymous but we have identified a couple offices when the comments warranted that.  We have also listed the gold winners in each category.  You might consider contacting them if you are interested in their specific category ideas.  They would be flattered to share!  This is what GSPRA is all about.
Annual Report

This could be an excellent report – you have great material, just needs to be presented in a more creative presentation.
Try a theme and larger pictures of students.  Make people want to read it.

Try to create a theme for your report and take it through the entire publication.  Make it more child friendly with lots of smiling faces.

The cover could be more creative to bring the reader inside.

GOLD Winners (Best in Category winner is in boldface):  Forsyth County; Georgia Partnership; Stephens County
Audio Visual

Sound-bites are too long.

Purpose not readily apparent.

Good information but it moved rather slowly.  Sound bites too long.

Limited audience.

Extremely well done!  Makes viewer want to send their child to your schools.

Clear and concise.

Too much talking…. Need more graphics.

The photos were sharp and clear and the music used was complimenting to the theme.

Wonderful use of color graphs.

GOLD winners:  Forsyth County; Griffin-Spalding County
Calendar

Great photos on the cover!

We love the student artwork used.  Great way to showcase it!

Good information but not easy to follow.  Present information in a way that’s easy for parents to following and at the same time is appealing to the eye.

Lots of ads to help pay for it – good way to get it published.

GOLD winners:  Camden County; Columbia County; Gwinnett County; Muscogee County; Newton County; Savannah-Chatham County; Valdosta City
Electronic Communications

We love the sidebar with lots of items about employee marriages, etc.

While you have great material and facts – could be presented in a more interesting and creative manor.

Try a theme or slogan for your topic and use it graphically throughout.

Lots of great information.  Short and to the point.

Like the fact that the superintendent has a blog – even though his article is too long.

Concise, clean layout.

We couldn’t open a couple “click here” links – so it made it difficult to judge everything.

Excellent e-newsletter.   Filled with great information.  Articles are short and well written.  Great pictures!
GOLD Winners:  Brooks County; Forsyth County; Gwinnett County; Houston County
Excellence in Writing

While you do get a sense of who this person is and the accomplishments made, the article is bland – lacking both an interesting lead and personality.

The article is interesting but does lack an edge that would make it a gold winner.

This article was informative with a very powerful lead!

There was an error in the first sentence that proved distracting.

Though informative, the article lacked any excitement or enticement to keep reading.

Shorter paragraphs would make for easier reading.
GOLD Winners:  Gwinnett County (2);   

Handbook

A great publication for new teachers.  It has lots of information to help teachers as they get started in the teaching profession.  We love it.  We want to copy it! (Most of the comments we have included here are anonymous but this one is directed at Gwinnett’s 2008 – 09 Teacher Handbook.  You might want to contact them [Laura Nurse] about this product. Houston County’s product [Beth McLaughlin] also caught the judges’ eyes.)
Good combination of handbook and calendar.  Very useful piece.
GOLD Winners:  Gwinnett County; Houston County; Rockdale County;  Rome City

Image/Identity Package
Does not include three pieces.  Rules say this must include three pieces in the package.  Great picture…. Wish there were two more pieces.

Nice package.  We like the logo.  The stationary would be nice if the apple was in color.

GOLD Winners:  Forsyth County; Georgia Partnership; Griffin-Spalding County;

Internet Website

Clear and concise photos, a lot of content, pertinent information, easily accessible.

Graphics need updating.

Scroll on right side is very distracting, design of photos at top of home page is not appealing.

Well organized.

Overload of information on homepage with no clear organization, no real thought on design.

Parent Quick Links is great!  Love the i-Parent feature.  Crisp, clear photos. (Floyd County)

To have two sections called :Upcoming Events” in the middle of your homepage, with “Sorry, no events exist” immediately underneath is a waste of space.

The rest of the site makes the visitor work too hard to find information.

Great design.  Easy to navigate, lots of content with the reader in mind, a fine job!

We don’t ever want to see a central office building on a homepage – move those beautiful kids up!

GOLD Winners:  Floyd County; Georgia Partnership; Savannah-Chatham County;
Marketing Campaign

We would use a theme for the campaign or something to make your school system sound exciting.

Nice use of video to get your points across.

Colorful ad campaign gets the facts about the school system out.

Great DVD!  Makes you want to join the Marietta School System!

GOLD Winners:  Coffee County; Rome City; Savannah-Chatham County; Marietta City

Newsletter/Newspaper

Try larger photos – no red lines around photos, it’s distracting.

Print is very small.  Work on layout.

One issue.  Rules say three.  Disqualified.

Lots of great information but many photos are not clear.

Great newspaper, nice work, great information! (Columbia County)

GOLD Winners:  Columbia County
Photography

You really captured the excitement of these students.

I don’t believe I would use this photo to promote my school system.  The boy in the background looks disinterested.

Fill the frame!  Save the wide-open shots for the family scrapbook.  Get faces, expressions.  Make your reader feel the event, almost like they were there or make them wish they were there!

Try a closer shot – try angles where you can take advantage of one or two book stacks and students.

Be creative in your photography.  Take a shot where they don’t pose.  Can the grip and grins!  This is an art form.  Treat it that way!

Gold Winners:  Brooks County (2); Camden County (4); Floyd County; Lowndes County; Whitfield County
Press Releases
The article meets PR goals of showing the reader what was accomplished with the memorial, but does so without any creative edge or excitement.

Very cute lead and great use of quotes.

Very cute lead!  The article was informative, but the quotes didn’t add much.  Overall, it lacked a creative edge.

This release has a confusing lead which seems like a list of names and places.  It doesn’t flow.  It reads more like a bulleted list.

This article is bland and contains several errors.

Use shorter quotes.

Shadows and glare take away from this picture.  Try an action shot and stepping in closer or zoom in right before you take the picture.  Create excitement with your shot.

GOLD Winners:  Fayette County; Forsyth County; Troup County
Special Purpose Publications

Looks more like a Chamber of Commerce brochure than for the school system.  Needs more school system information.  More kids!

You have great accolades but the placement here may not be noticed.

Great publication  - excellent facts and information – but we feel it would enhance your publication if you add a few large photos of students and teachers.

Excellent.  Absolutely excellent.  The smiling faces are great, we love the photos.  This publication makes you want to enroll your child in Gwinnett County Schools (Laura Nurse – Envisioning a System of World Class Schools and New Administrators’ Folder) today!

Colorful brochure.  Try less writing and larger, exciting pictures.

Too much writing – very small. Try editing down

GOLD Winners:  Coffee County; Dougherty County; Fayette County; Georgia Partnership (3); Gwinnett County (3); Houston County (2); Savannah-Chatham County
